



















































































a list of predictions. Locke Predicts That:

Mike Glicksohn will be reincarnated as an unshaven
Australian bush hat.

Donn Brazier will be reincarnated as a cut-and-paste
comic book.

Mike Glyer will be reincarnated as a hektographed
N3F fanzine.

Ed Cagle will be reincarnated as a coprozoic coprophagan
with coprostasis.

Linda Bushyager will be reincarnated as George
Putnam. Or maybe vice-versa.

Buck Coulson will be reincarnated as a discouraging word.

Everyone involved in these predictions should let me
know how they come out. You can contact me in Hollywood,
as | plan to be reincarnated as the first X-rated Walt
Disney movie (YANK MY DOODLE, IT'S A DANDY).

| kind of like the term "sci-fi," which right off the
bat puts me in an unfavorable position. It's sort of
like saying '""But | like the word 'nilE'"

Nonetheless, as Prof. Corey would say, the word has a
certain trashy charm. It also has several things going
for it. For one thing it's recognized by an awful lot
of people("Ess Eff, what's that?'' ''What do you mean,
'Speculative Fiction'?'"). Everything has to be called
something, | suppose, and think how confusing life would
be if everyone ran around trying to change household
words:

‘] know this looks like a handful of shit to you, Mrs.
Harris, but in our little circle re prefer to call it
rectal fruit."

"Look, Bonzo, to us this isn't garbage. When we pick
it up it's called residential waste product.'

0f course, some of us like to think that the term should
be reserved only for Godzilla movies and Superman comic
books and SPACE:1999. Unfortunately that isn't the
case. The public makes no discrimination between good
science fiction and bad science fiction (probably be-
casse they're not aware that there is a difference),
and view the term ''Sci Fi'' as merely an abbreviation for
Science Fiction. Mundania will view Science Fiction as
being Science Fiction whether it's called "Sci-Fi,"
"'SF,!" "StF," “Stef,'" or ''that crazy Buck Rogers horse-
shit.'"" Doesn't matter to them what it's called. It

all means the same thing. Science Fiction.

Fans probably turn blue at the mention of ''Sci'Fi' because the term did not really
(not really. Really) come from within. It is not the term that they are accustomed to.
O0f a sudden, everyone was calling science fiction ''sci-fi' except the fans, who were
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still calling it "SF." 1t is not the language that they would require, so it is re-
jected out of hand.

But it's used, and accepted, and it's a commonly-found public word. And in the pub-
lic's mind it doesn't mean "n' any more than the words ''Science Fiction' do. It
seems a useless struggle to fight it. Fifty years from now will we be a bunch of
white-haired old farts mumbling: ''Sonny, in my day we called it SF. And when you're
visiting my room here at the Home, that's what you'll call it, too. By crackey.'?

Of course, personally, |'ve always been fond of the term ''space opera.'! {t has a
certain trashy charm. As Dena would say, let's keep this thing in the gutter.

IN SUMMARY

Actually, I'm just being a horse's ass upon request. Horse’s ass for hire, you might
say. Mike Glyer has indicated to me that my usual humorous articles are ok, but they
don't draw letters of comment and he doesn't get any letters of comment as it is. He
has begged me on bended knees (fifteen other people's) to do a controversial series
of columns just to keep his mailbox filled with egoboo.

He wrote to me: '"lI'm in dire straits. | put out a superlative fanzine which is the
greatest thing since Sterno, and | get maybe three LoCs per issue. | know that you
always write humor, but having met you | know that underneath all that you have a lot
of serious but stupid opinions which everyone but Ed Cagle is bound to disagree with,
and if you started writing a column full of that shit for SCIENTIFRICTION | sure could
get a lot of letters. And | need to get a lot of letters or | will tearfully be
forced to fold this superlative fanzine and start publishing a terrible crudzine so
that people will write if only to tell me that | am publishing a terrible crudzine.

I know this is a dangerous mission, Dave, and if you are caught | will be forced to
disavow all knowledge of my complicity. However, it's a great challenge, and good
luck if you accept it!"

It's the truth, | swear it.
I also have some swamp land in Florida that | want to talk with you abaut.

In the meantime |'m trying to draw up a list of controversial topics for my next in-
stallment. You could all help me by writing in with suggestions, but you also might
tell me what you think of these topics:

1) Defending the use of Scottish engineers on spaceships, in space operas by:"
Niven and Pournelle.

2) Promulgating the return of Roger Elwood to the anthology field so that
we can add to the body of works in the genre of Christian Science Fiction.

3) Advocating another worldcon in Kansas City.

L) Attacking Mae Strelkov as a writer of unimportant fan material.

5) Criticizing Harry Warner's second fanhistory volume as being basically
trivial and boring.

6) Accusing Mike Glyer of being so desperate for material that he writes
these columns under my name.

7) Advocating that we resurect John Campbell from the dead, just to see if
we can do it.

If no one is interested, |'l1l have to go back to pain stories.
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